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"On  that  nigbt  could  not  the  king  sleep." 

*=.»fhcr  Pi 


It  was  tlie  AnlKiM-,1  Mirhaci,  iIr-  |,-ws  sav  u|.,) 
kept  liim  awakr  T,,  pU-asf  Hainan  lu'liad  jiis'i  si-,,, 
uiladwRv  lor  the  slai.^ilUcT  of  all  Irws  Hiihj,,  Tlu- 
120  |)r()vn)<es  ol  liis  vast  umpire.  N,,w  Mi,  h;,,!  the 
Arehan^el,  aeeordin;,'  to  the  |)nij)het  I)ani,-I  is  the 
guardian  anf;el  of  the  penple  ol  Israrl.  This,  dniil.t- 
<ess  .ireounts  lor  the  lewish  iradilioii  that  the  kin-'s 
sleeplessness  that  ni};ht  was  due  to  the  interlerenee")!- 
b.  Mieliael. 

Hut  whether  it  were  the  arclian;,'!.!  or  a  lm//in" 
fly,  the  kiiit;  could  not  sleep,  'I'liererore,  like  many 
another  siiue,  he  sought  relief  in  literaluie  ile 
ordered  his  servants  to  read  him  to  sle'p.  One  of 
them  confid-ntly  selected  a  volume  of  slate  papers 
and  began.  Instead  ol  falling  asleep,  however  the' 
king  was  roused  by  what  was  read  to  widt-eved  inter- 
est.  I'or  they  were  readi-ig  of  the  discoverv  of  a  plot 
against  the  k^ny's  life  ;  and  of  the  pi  nishment  ol  the 
conspirators. 


"  If'/mf  reward"  he  asked,  "has  l<ceii  given  to  ,,:■(• 
man  who  (iiscmrred  the  f>lot  !"  TIktu  liad  licen  no 
reward.  The  kinn  resolved  to  amend  tiiat.  The  out- 
come of  it  all  was,  as  you  may  read  in  the  book  of 
Esther,  the  impaling  of  Haman,  and  the  deliverance 
of  the  Jews  from  destruction.  And  ever  since,  in 
March  each  year,  the  children  of  Israel  rejoice  the 
world  over  as  this  story  is  read  in  their  syna(4ogues. 

The  king's  sleeplessness,  then,  led  to  his  being 
reminded  of  a  benefit  received. 

Our  national  Thanksgiving  Day  is  surely  for 
this— to  give  our  world  an  hour  or  two  of  rest  from 
the  wear  and  tear  of  business,  i|uietly  and  wideawake 
to  think  over  the  bene'.ts  we  have  enjoyed  during  the 
past  year,  and  thank  God  for  them.  Some  of  these 
benefits  are  ours  still  ;  let  us  count  them  over  and 
be  glad.  The  church  gathers  them  up  for  us  in  a 
sentence  of  marvellous  concentration  :  "creation,  pre- 
servation, all  the  blessings  of  this  life  ;  above  all,  the 
redemption  of  the  world  by  our  Lord,  Jesus  Christ  ; 
the  means  of  grace,  and  the  hope  of  glory."  All  the 
blessings  are  ours.  Let  each  for  himself  set  down  the 
items  in  his  account. 

There  are  also  blessings  which  we  no  longer  en- 
joy. For  these,  too,  let  us  thank  God  that  they  were 
ours  once. 


Last  year  on  this  day  we  were  living  under  the 
benign  rule  of  ^ur  most  gracious  sovereign  \r  'v, 
Qtsetn  Victoria.  Now  the  familiar  swaying  rhy  ,  i 
has  given  place  to  the  sterner  phrase  ;  our  most  g  ..c- 
ious  sovereign  lord,  King  Edward. 

On  the  afternoon  of  January  22nd  Victoria  laid 
her  sceptre  down.  Vou  know  how  often  the  "sor//s 
litiir^icae"  startle  us  ;  how  often  the  Psalms  and 
Lessons  appoijited  years  ago  seem  as  if  they  had  been 
just  selected  to  mark  the  event  of  today. 

Like  the  royal  I'salmist,  David,  and  better  loved 
tharv  he,  she  had  ruled  her  people  ''prudently  with  all 
her  flower.''  Is  it  a4iy  wonder  that  after  more  than  sixty 
years  of  Empire,  saddened  by  forty  years  of  mourning 
her  Prince— after  so  many  years  of  work  and  waiting — 


is  it  any  wonder  that  the  first  vurst'S  of  tlie  first  I'siihii 
for  tliat  evening  seem  tiie  glad  response  ot  her  parting 
spirit  to  the  call  of  ( '.od  ?  "(9  Cad,  my  heart  is  inuh, 
my  heart  is  readv  .'  I  will  S'/ft;  and  xive  /raise  with  the 
t>est  member  that  I  hai'e.  Fur  thy  meny  is  greater  than 
the  heavens  :  and  thy  truth  leacheth  unto  ihe  clouds  " 
Aiid  it  goes  on  :  "That  thy  l>elovcd  may  be  delivered'' 
even  as  we  said  at  the  finieral  :  "  // v ,!,•".■> v  Thee  humhie 
thanks  for  that  it  hath  /^leased  Thee  to  deliver  this  our 
sister  out  oj  the  miserrs  o/ this  sinjul  u'u}ld." 

'IVusting  in  (lod's  mercy,  glad  to  be  at  rest,  re- 
joicing at  the  first  glimpse  of  those  loved  long  since 
and  lost  awhile,  tile  im|jerinl  s[)irit  pauses  on  the  very 
threshold  ol  I'aradise  to  think  upon  her  soldieis 
battling  on  the  stony  veldts  of  Africa.  She  asks,  not 
in  unraitli  but  in  appeal,  "/mjV  not  J'-'iou  forsaken  us,  O 
God  :  and  'wilt  not  Thou,  O  God,  X"  forth  with  our 
hosts  !  O  help  us  a^'ainst  the  enemy  ;  Jor  rain  is  the 
help  of  man.  'Iliroui:,li  God  we  shall  do  ^reat  acts  : 
and  it  is  He  that  shall  tread  down  our  enemies  " 

Hut  there  are  two  psalms  for  the  22nd  evening-  - 
the  evening  she  died,  what  about  the  second  ?  Read 
ii  with  the  thought  in  your  ndnd  of  the  ([ueen  as-iiot 
the  mere  ornament  and  crown  of  England  and  the 
empire, —  but  its  sensitive  heart,  quivering  with  pain 
St  the  horrible  travesties  of  truth  publislied  and  re  .el- 
led  in  over  all  Europe.  Read  the  second  psalm  with 
that  thought,  and  how  it  thrills,  "//old  not  Thy  ton 
pa;  O  God  of  my  praise  :  fo?  the  mouth  of  the  un!j;odly, 
yea,  the  mouth  of  the  deceitful  is  opened  upon  me.  And 
they  have  spoken  againsi  me  with  false  tongues  ;  thev 


I'uDi/'osst'ii  nil'  round  n/xiii/  ti/si)  'witli  words  of  hatred, 
iiiid  foi(:^lit  iv:;alnst  mc  without  a  cause,  lor  the  /o7v 
that  J  had  uiifo  them" --\x-s,  dwelliiif;  among  tliciii 
in  Kran  X',  Italy,  ("n-rninny  ;  steadily  f'urtluriiig 
peace,  doing  tlieni  nothing  bnt  good,  showing  them 
nothing  but  kimlness  ;  offiTing  a  refuge  to  their  fleeing 
outcast  princes  and  beggars — '^or  the  loie  that  I  had 
unto  them,  h>,  they  take  now  my  contrary  f^art  :  but  I 
Xne  mvse/f  unto  /raycr.  Thus  halt'  they  regarded  me 
i'7v7  for  ^ood,  and  hatred  for  my  ^'ood  'will." 

Hut  here  is  verse  5,  what  do  you  make  of  that  ? 
It  is  the  troubled  queen  spreading  before  (iod  the 
slanderous  accusations  vomited  forth  from  the  press  of 
Paris,  lierlin,  N'ienna  and  the  Hague.  ^^Tliis  iswhat 
thev  'wish  my  God  to  do  me."  Then  follow  the  im])re- 
cations  of  the  nations  who  but  for  Nelson  and 
Wellington  and  the  England  of  a  century  ago,  would 
have  been  slaves  of  tyrants  still. 

'I  hen  in  the  20th  verse,  the  (]ueen  prays  :  What- 
ever they  sav  of  England  and  of  me — "deal  thou  with 
me,  O  Lord  God,  accordini;  unto  Thy  Name  :  for  sweet 
is  Thy  mercy.  O  deliver  me,  for  I  am  hel/>.'ess  and 
fcor,  and  niv  heart  is  wounded  within  me.  J ,iio  hence, 
like  the  shado'w  that  defarteth.  Help  me,  O  Lord  my 
God,  O  save  me  according;  to  thy  mercy.  .And  they 
even  mine  enemies  shall  know  lurw  that  this  is  Thy  hand, 
and  that  Thou,  Lord,  hast  done  it.  Thou};h  they  curse, 
yet  Idess  Thou''  .' 

Again,  if  you  look  in  the  calendar,  she  died  on 
S.  A'incent's  Day.  What  is  Vincent,  but  N'ictoria,  lor 
Mncent  means  Victorious.     And  Vincent  was  a  l)ea- 


con.  Look  at  her  coronation  dress  and  you  will  see 
she  wears  the  dalmatic,  the  distinctive  over-robe  of 
the  deacon. 

Or  look  at  the  first  lesson  for  that  afternoon, 
Gen.  32.  It  tells  of  a  meeting  of  those  who  had  long 
been  separated.  It  tells  us  of  Jacob  winning  the  title 
of  a  "prince  tvho  has pmver  with  God  and  with  men." 
And  how  does  it  begin  ?  "And  /acoh"  this  Prince, 
"went  on  his  imv,  and  the  an^eis  of  God  met  him." 
Doubtless  that  was  true  of  the  most  high  and  mighty 
princess  Victoria.  She  too  went  on  her  way,  to  where 
beyond  these  voices  there  in  peace  ;  "and  the  angels 
of  God  met  her." 

Therefore,  I  say,  let  us  thank  God  today  for 
having  given  us  the  Queen. 


In  the  vestry  hangs  a  picture  of  the  late  revered 
and  beloved  Uean  Geddes, 

I  wish  I  could  see  beside  it  a  picture  of  John 
Martland.  In  Dean  Geddes  we  had  the  typical 
Anglican  clergyman  ;  Injohn  Martland  we  had  the 
the  typical  Anglican  layman.  Survey  mankind  from 
China  to  Peru,  travel  where  you  might,  if  you  met 
either  of  them  in  a  desert  caravan,  or  on  a  shipwrecked 
raft,  you  would  know  them  for  Churchmen.  For 
both  we  of  S.  Mark's  owe  thanks  to  Almighty  God. 

Let  me  say  something  to  you  today  about  the 
layman. 

Canada  owes  him  much.  For  all  but  thirty 
years  he  was  housemaster  at  U.  C.  C.  Is  there  any 
position  which  demands  so  much  from  a  man  as  that  ? 
In  the  housemaster  almost  every  look,  certainly  every 
word,  tells  somewhere.  Yet  to  forget  this,  though  he 
knows  it  ;  to  be  natural  ;  to  refuse  to  think  of  effect  ; 


is  tilt,'  vcrv  aiul  only  coiulition  of  iiSffuliiL'ss.  Thu 
liiiusriiiiister  slioulil  know  cacli  ho)',  niid  know  him 
Hull.  Vet  \\i  should  not  let  it  be  known  tiint  he  knows. 
Many  a  hovs  clLiracter  is  made  ;  lio|)efiilness  and 
strcri-tli  are  begun,  by  the  belief  tliat  the  master  does 
not  know  the  worst  of  him.  I'his  faith  gives  tlie  lad 
a  clear  course. 

Hovhood  is  the  lialtle  field  of  life.  What  the 
bov  is  between  twelve  aiu'  eigliteen,  he  will  i)e  till  he 
is  eighty  in  the  essential  things.  Yet  the  boy  is  more 
opr'ii  than  tlie  man  to  the  winds  of  heaven.  lie  ftels 
his  own  inexperience.  He  will  gladly  take  n  guiding 
hand.  His  faith  is  whole  in  him.  He  takes  kindly 
to  hero-worship. 

How  fortunate  the  boys  who  have  daily  before 
them  a  tower  of  strength,  a  living  conscience,  a  man — ■ 
yet  not  a  monster,  not  an  individual  ajjt  to  break  out 
into  edifying  remarks  and  preach  one  down.  It  is 
only  in  later  life  that  we  enjoy  that. 

John  Martland  had  singular  advantages  :  in  person 
and  bearing  he  was  noble  ;ind  inspiring  ;  ne\er  histr- 
ionic. The  outward  man  was  simply  a  revelation  of 
the  inward.  Hs  was  cordial  and  ])leasant  in  ap|)ro3ch  ; 
masterful,  patient,  full  of  resource,  thorough,  systematic, 
punctual,  genial,  svmpatheti'-,  appreciative:  with  a  domi- 
nant sense  of  rignt  that  braced  and  calmed  ;  with  no 
taste  of  sickliness  in  his  svm|)athy,  and  with  no  lack 
of  salt  in  his  love.  When  boys  did  as  he  advised  them, 
it  was  not  from  awe  of  him  or  from  fear  of  blame,  but 
from  a  conviction  that  he  was  right,  and  from  a  desire 
to  be  like  him. 

lo 


A  thorough  classic,  he  was  diliufiit  in  teaching; 
his  l)ays  to  sue  tlie  quahties  that  make  wriliiif^s  luore 
than  tvvo  thousand  years  old  modern  still.  He  con- 
ceived it  his  duty  to  hring  before  them  the  weijiluier 
matters  also  of  honor,  truthfulness,  industry,  obedieM(  e 
and  mutual  kindness.  There  were  times,  too,  when 
he  allowed  the  deeply  relij;ious  view  of  the  world  and 
of  life,  that  was  habitual  to  him,  flash  out  as  a  help 
to  him.self  and  to  them.  Hundreds  rif  men  thank 
Ciod  today  because  from  him  they  learnt  the  beauty 
and  courage  of  life.  To  them  the  grave  of'GEN  TLK'' 
as  they  called  him,  is  the  grave  of  their   father. 

To  live  with  boys  and  talk  with  them  morning, 
noon  and  night  of  scholarship  and  its  application  to 
the  world  of  workers  was  his  happy  task.  Jiut  he  had 
to  deal  with  men  also  :  the  men  lie  wt)rked  with  and 
the  men  he  worked  under.  Ail  were  sooner  or  later 
impressed  by  his  integrity  and  his  capai  ity. 

It  was  in  the  nielljw  evening  of  his  long  life  that 
we  knew  him  here.  We  knew  him  as  a  devout  churcli- 
man  in  whom  reason  and  faith  were  liap|)ily  married 
with  no  question  of  possible  divorce.  It  may  sceni 
a  small  thing,  but  it  was  characteristic  :  he  was  never 
late  for  church,  Sunday  or  wtek-day.  His  reverend 
attitude  in  our  services  was  an  inspiration  to  us.  He 
was  with  us,  I  remember,  at  the  prc[)aration  ser\i(  e 
for  Easter  Holy  Coninuinion,  and  at  the  early  servic  e 
on  Easter  Day.  He  left  ("anada  to  cheer  and  comfort 
his  sister  ;  he  told  us  he  would  return  in  Xovember. 
On  August  4th  "God'sfiit^i^crtoiiilicd  liiin, and  Ik  slept." 
Let  us  thank  (iod  for  the  inspiring  memory  of  his 
noble  life. 


It  is  my  duty  today  to  press  upon  you  the  claims 
of  the  Aged  and  Disabled  Clergy  Fund  of  the  Diocese, 
and  to  urge  you  to  contribute  to  it  liberally.  Owing 
partly  to  judicious  alterations  in  the  synod  canon,  but 
chiefly  to  the  good  will  with  which  the  synod  agent 
has  been  everywhere  met,  it  is  possible  that  in  the 
near  future  this  fund  will  be  so  augmented  that  ann- 
ual collections  will  become  unnecessary.  But  that 
time  is  not  yet. 

The  aged  and  infirm  clergy  of  the  Diocese 
appeal  to  us  for  help  today. 

It  is  good  for  them  and  good  for  the  Church  that 
such  a  fund  as  this  exists.  It  is  good  for  the  aged 
priest  who  sees  in  it  a.io'her  proof  of  the  loving  care 
of  Almighty  God.  It  is  good  for  the  Church  that  can 
with  a  good  conscience  avail  itself  of  the  services  of 
younger  men,  now  that  some  provision  has  been  made 
for  the  last,  helpless  years  of  the  aged  and  disabled 
clergy. 


Those  of  us  who  are  on  the  Standing  Committee 
of  the  Diocese  will  not  have  forgotten  that  most  touch- 
ing scene  when  the  wardens  and  delegates  of  Lowville 
came  to  us  for  advice  and  help.  Plain,  sun-hrowned 
yeomen,  they  spoke  out  bluntly  all  that  was  in  their 
hearts.  Their  clergyman,  the  late  Rev.  John  Seaman, 
was  failing  fast  :  he  could  scan  ely  see  to  find  his  way 
to  the  chancel  for  his  ministration.  His  spet-ch  and 
powers  were  daily  growing  feebler,  but  not  their  affect- 
ion for  him  ;  not  their  reverence  for  his  character. 
They  spoke  of  him  to  us  as  of  a  dear  father  in  God. 
For  his  sake,  as  well  as  for  their  own,  they  entreated 
us  to  provide  him  with  assistance  to  enable  him  to 
rest.  What  they  asked  was  done.  And  the  last  two 
years  of  his  life  were  spent  among  us  in  peace. 

Forty  years  ago  the  Rev.  J.  Seaman  began  his 
work.  He  was  made  deacon  and  ordained  priest  by 
the  Rt.  Rev.  Francis  Fulford,  first  Metropolitan  of 
Canada.  He  was  sent  to  the  (iatineau  district  to 
travel  on  horseback  over  its  miles  and  miles  of  rock 
and  swamp  and  forest,  ministering  to  scattered  child- 
ren of  the  Church,  in  shanties  and  log  school  houses 
and  Orange  halls. 

When  his  lordship  of  Montreal  first  came  up  to 
confirm,  there  was  no  church  for  him  to  officiate  in  ; 
the  service  had    to  be  held  in  a  grove. 

After  fourteen  years  of  devoted  labor,  the  Rev. 
John  Seaman  could  point  to  two  substantial  churches, 
a  mission  school  house  and  a  parsonage,  as  soniL'  of  the 
outward  signs  of  his  ministry. 
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The  Rt.  Rev.  Dr.  FuIIct,  our  first  l.ishop,  liennl 
of  his  success  ill  th:it  un|'romi>Mii;  distri.t.  and  in  187.S 
invited  him  to  take  ihar-c  of  the  pansli  ot  Nanticoke 
and  Cheapside,  tlieii  newly  set  apart  Ironi  tlie  parish 
of  Jarvis. 

Kijiht  vears  later  the  rude  structure  of  wood  at 
Nantieoke  was  replaced  l.v  a  handsome  l.rick  chuuh. 
It's  corner  stone  was  laid  in  May,  1886  :  ni  a  few 
months  it  was  comi)leted  and  paid  for  ;  and  on  the 
last  day  of  the  vear,  it  was  consecrated  liy  our  late 
bishop,  now  bishop  of  Ottawa. 

For  twelve  fruitful  vears  the  Rev.  John  Seaman 
ministered  in  Nanticoke.  He  was  then  sent  to  the 
parish  of  Lowville,  ^assanaweya  and  Nelson.  I  hc-re 
he  had  to  travel  twentv  six  miles  every  Sunday,  m 
order  to  hold  service  in  each  village,  or  station. 
Those  wlio  kno*  what  the  roads  there  are  like  in  t  le 
sprints  and  fall  will  understand  what  that  means. 

The  old  Lowville  church  was  of  wood,  patched 
ind  decrepid.  Mr.  Seaman  was  able  to  replace  it  by 
a  thoroughlv  churchlv  buildinj;  of  stone,  one  of  the 
finest  country  churches  in  the  Diocese.  Not  a  farth- 
ing of  debt  on  it  exists,  and  it  is  consecrated. 

In  October,  1898,  after  thirty-seven  years  of 
apostolic  iournevings  and  labors,  'ne  resigned  the  active 
exercise  of  his  ministry.  A  few  months  later,  he  re- 
moved to  this  citv,  and  became  a  member  ot  this 
congregation  until  his  death  in  June  last. 
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One  who  kiiL'W  liim  wfU  writes  to  mc  :  "On 
lookinn  l.a.k,  hf  coiiUl  sfu  nine  lUninshmti  parishes 
with  chur.hcs  and  parsona^fs  wlurc  when  he  lirst 
took  up  tlu'  work  tliere  was  nothin.;.  Whatever  was 
for  the  welfare  ol'  the  <  luireh  olC.d  was  his  one  aim 
all  tliroiinii  lil'i 

Often  in  nivh.nrinn  lias  the  bishop  of  Ottawa 
expressed  his  admiration  for  the  zeal,  and  undaunted 
perserveran.e  of  our  late  brother.  To  me  it  was  a 
,Mi-ht  to  listen  to  the  stories  he  liad  to  tell  (.1  his 
early  adventures  in  the  rou^li  country. and  primitive 
civilization  of  the  Ciatineau. 

He  had  well  earned  the  brief  rest -Iiat  was  t;iven 
him- and  it  must  be  a  satisfaction  to  you  and  to  '1 
.•ontributors  to  the  Aged  and  Disabled  Clergy  I-uiici, 
that  he  was  enabled  by  a  jirant  from  it  to  take  a  lit  le 
re  ,t,  and  to  recover  something  ot  his  former  health 
and  strength. 

And  so.  cherished  bv  the  love  of  wife  and  child- 
ren :  cheered  bv  tlie  respect  of  liis  bishop  and  ot  his 
brother  .lergv  i  grateful  for  the  Church's  bounty  ;  and 
strengthened'bv  the  grace  of  the  great  and  merciful 
Head  of  the  Church  whi.h  he  had  served  with  all  his 
heart,  the  Rev.  John  Seaman  •'/,>//!//(</  /us  course.  On 
Saturdav,  lune  22nd  it  pleased  Almighty  Cod  of  His 
ureal  mercv  to  take  unto  Himsell  the  soul  of  our  dear 
brother.  On  |une  24tli,  at  LowviUe  in  the  miost  of 
a  sorrowing  country-side,  I  committed  Ins  body  to  the 
ground,  in  sure  and  certain  hope  of  the  resurrection  to 
eternal  life,  tlirough  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
^' He  rests  from  his  labors,  and  his'works  do  folluw  him:' 

15 


<^te^<Mb^ 


